
Greetings!~ While you wait…. 

Work by yourself, or with a partner, and brainstorm as many things as you can about differentiation  
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Let’s Review… 



What’s a high yield differentiation tool that 

provides the most bang for the buck? 

 





 Anchoring Activities 

Defined: 

An Anchoring Activity is a strategy 
that provides students with choices of 

ongoing activities to be completed 
during times when they are not 

actively engaged in classroom work.  



Purpose of Anchor Activities 

• Provide meaningful work for students when they 

finish an assignment or project, when they first 

enter the class or when they are “stumped.” 

• Provide ongoing tasks that tie to the content and 

instruction. 

• Free up the classroom teacher to work with 

other groups of students or individuals. 

 



Why Anchor Activities? 

Rapid Robin 
Fast Freddy 



Slow Stan… 
 

 

It takes him an hour and  half to watch Sixty Minutes! 



One Premise in a 

Differentiated Classroom: 

  “ In this class we 

are never 

finished.   

  Learning is a 

process that 

never ends.” 
 



Anchors Are Most Successful 

When . . .  

• Task expectations are clear (taught and 

practiced prior to use) 

• Students are held accountable for on-task 

behavior and task completion 

• Task is motivating (fun, challenging, 

rewarding) 

 

 

 



Managing Varied Pace 

                

                Anchor activities are 

ongoing assignments that 

students can work on 

independently throughout a unit, a 

grading period or longer.   



What if Ferris Bueler’s teacher had an Anchor Activity 

for the class?  Maybe he wouldn’t have taken that day 

off! 



 Anchoring Activities 

are not ‘ busy work’: 

“Busy Work” used to define these kinds of 
activities. Be mindful of this as you create 

meaningful tasks that will add content 
knowledge, skills and products to enhance 

whole class lessons. 

Remember – quality, not quantity.  



Using Anchor Activities to 

Create Groups 

Teach the whole class to work independently and 

quietly on the anchor activity. 

Half the class works 

on anchor activity 
Other half works on 

a different activity 

Flip-Flop 

1/3 works on 

anchor activity 
1/3 works on a 

different activity 
1/3 works with 

teacher 



 Anchoring Activities can be: 

 
• Used in any subject or across subjects 
• Whole class assignments 
• Small group or individual assignments 
• Tiered to meet the needs of different learners 
by readiness, interest or learning style 
 



 Anchoring Activities 
The purpose of an anchoring activity is to: 
• Provide meaningful work for students during 
‘ragged’ or transitional times. 
• Provide ongoing tasks that relate to a content 
area and current instruction. 
• Give students opportunities to practice self-
directed work.   
• Give the teacher time to give extra attention 
to individuals or small groups. 
 



Low Prep - 

Examples 

 

 

 



More Low prep Examples… 

Spelling: 

Create a greeting card using 

spelling words. 

Reading: 

Write a letter to the 

author of a book you 

have enjoyed. 

 

From: Sample Anchor Activities  

document at wiki site 

Social Studies: 

Choose an important person 

from US history.  Write a letter to 

him or her and be sure to ask 

questions you would like the 

answer to. 

Science: 

Create a perfect habitat for an 

animal of your choice. 

Design and illustrate a new insect 

using your imagination. What 

features insure its survival? 

Math: 

Research money and 

bartering systems.  

Create a timeline for 

the systems.  



 Rules for  

Anchoring Activities 

1.  Create meaningful tasks. 
 

2.Teach students to work independently 
 

3.  Include a variety of tasks. 
 

4.  Students should be held accountable for task 
completion and the quality of their work. 



Think and Ink 
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 Adding variety to  

Anchoring Activities 

Other ways to add variety to the tasks: 
• Use Bloom’s Taxonomy Verbs. 
• Use Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences. 
• Use an Interest Analyzer, create tasks that 
consider these interests.  
• Vary group size - alone, pairs or small groups. 
• Take student suggestions for tasks. 
 



ABC Anchor 

Activity 

Share Out  

• Did anyone have Anchor Activity for their A? 

•What are some  examples of differentiation that you 

listed for xyz? 

•What is your favorite strategy listed? 



A higher prep differentiation 

strategy…. 



Empowering Students through  

CHOICE 
 while ensuring adherence to important  

LEARNING GOALS 



Sometimes you just want your choice! 

 



Choice Boards 

A set of activities related to the 
same concept, essential question or 
big idea. 

A Choice Boards could be  

based on: 

•Bloom’s Taxonomy 

•Learning Styles 

•Multiple Intelligences 



A CHOICE BOARD  offers students a way 

to make decisions about what they will do 

in order to meet class 

requirements.  A choice board could be for 

a single lesson, a week-long lesson, or 

even a month-long period of study. 



Choice Boards for Today’s Session: 



Tic Tac Toe Boards 



Tic-Tac-Toe is a simple way to give 
students alternative ways of exploring 
and expressing key ideas and using key 
skills.  Typically, the Tic-Tac-Toe board 
has 9 cells in it, like that of the game.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











Adaptations: 
• Allow students to complete any 3 tasks--even if the completed 

tasks don't make a Tic-Tac-Toe. 

• Assign student tasks based on readiness. 

• Create different Tic-Tac-Toe boards based on readiness  (tiered) 

• Create Tic-Tac-Toe boards based on learning styles or learning 

preferences. 

• Create Tic-Tac-Toe boards based on Multiple Intelligences. 

From Fulfilling the Promise of the Differentiated Classroom by Carol-Ann Tomlinson 

 

 

 

 



Menu Boards  



What’s your order? 



Not that kind of order! 







Don’t forget the wiki site for resources to support! 







  

Overview:   

Students are presented with a menu of 

rigorous responses based on: 

 

Role 

Audience  

Format 

Topic 

Strong Verb 



 

What Vantage Point to Explore…Perspective 





 

 

 

 

 

Poster~Speech~Want Ad~Youtube video~Blog~Podcast~Collage~Card~Letter~Rap Song~Diorama~Webpage~Public Service Announcement~Game~News Report~Petition~Recipe~Political Cartoon   
 



What issue, question or 

statement are you 

addressing? 

This is the link to your 

standards…  



 

 

 

 

 

Use strong verbs to define what the writer is to do. Include the tense 

you expect the writer to use.  

Convince~Evaluate~Persuade~Plead~Inform~Inspire~Demonstrate~Categorize~Implore~Formulate~Defend~Object~Judge~Critique~Influence~Contrast~Investigate~ 



Plant  Sun              Thank you note For   

      the sun's role in the 

      plant's growth 





Review the RAFT handout you were given at your 
table. 
Agree on one that is your favorite.  
 
Be prepared to share out your impressions. 





Management Support  

 



R.I.C.E. 
• Recall what your teacher 

said. 
 

• Imagine logically  what 
the directions would be. 

 

• Check with a classmate. 

 

• See the“expert” for 
help. 

 

Clip

From The Differentiated Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All 

Learners by Carol Ann Tomlinson, l999 



Potential problems for Choice 

boards 
1.  Grading 

 

Potential Solutions: 

• Student self-assess using a rubric 

• Peer Assessment 

• Choose the best work 

• Other ideas? 



Potential Problems for choice 

Boards 
2. Time- to create, to implement 

Potential Solutions: 

Use the wiki site to get pre-made activities 

that fit into your standards.  Just need slight 

modifications. 

Use as an anchor activity-  Students MUST 

finish one assignment, can finish many 

Other ideas? 



 

 

 

 

 

Student Voice and Choice  

STUDENT VOICE and CHOICE 

are KEYS to successful 

DIFFERENTIATION 
Create a student driven classroom by 

involving students in important decisions 

about processes and procedures! 



Be the Differentiator you 
know you can be. 

 


